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2020 OFFICERS 

 
President: 

David Ramsower 
ramsowerd@gmail.com 

520-661-4493 
 

1st Vice President: 
Sindy Osterman 

scubamngirl51@gmail.com 
651-338-3390 

 
2nd Vice President: 

Rey Brown 
softtopcoupe@yahoo.com 

520-296-2079 
 

Treasurer: 
Mike Liebert 

hikingmike@aol.com 
520-529-8662 

 
Secretary: 

Frank Pyrdeck 
frankpyrdeck@aol.com 

520-870-9017 
 
 

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Chuck Thim 
Ray Feierstein 

Dan Jensen 
Tom McWilliams 
Ernie Williams 

Joe Findysz 

 

 
ADVERTISING RATES: 
Cover Ads.….$20.00/year 

 
EDITOR: 

David Rivard 
PO Box 249 

Vail, AZ 85641 
520-428-4929 

modeladude@outlook.com 
 

TUCSON CHAPTER DUES: 
$15/year family or 

$10/year individual 
 

MEETINGS: 
Regular meetings are held on the 

first Tuesday of each month 
(except December) at 7:30 PM. 

 Jim Click Ford 
 6244 E. 22nd Street 
Tucson, AZ  85711 

 
MONTHLY OUTING: 

Fourth Sunday of the month 
or as voted by the 
club membership 

 
The Tucson Model A Club is 
a local chapter of MAFCA: 

Model A Ford Club 
of America, Inc. 

250 S. Cypress Street 
La Habra, CA  90631 

562-697-2712 
Toll free (for orders only, 

including MAFCA membership): 
866-379-3619 

www.mafca.com 

OLD PUEBLO A 
Official Monthly Publication 

Tucson Chapter, Model A Ford Club of America 
7060 E. 21st Street, Tucson, AZ  85710 

www.tucsonmodelafordclub.org 
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Unique Model A’s o en appear at larger 
car shows, which a ract a lot of Model A 
owners.  Such vehicles o en include 
vintage police cars, hot rods (heresy!), 
tow trucks or delivery vans with 
commercial names and markings, and 
hillbilly cars covered with a variety of 
personal possessions as décor.  One of 
the most famous in this la er category 
is Old Ruthie, proudly owned, driven and 
exhibited by Bob Hill, aka Hillbilly Bob. 

Bob is a farmer and truck driver who 
lives on his family farm in Dysart, Iowa.  
He frequently travels, and appears in 
parades and county fairs throughout the 
Midwest (and some mes beyond) with 
his 1929 Hillbilly Model A, Old Ruthie.  
 

Bob found the car rus ng in a farmer’s field 
in the 1990’s.  Bob bought it from the 
farmer with the idea of restoring it, but he 
soon found that people liked the way it 
was.   So he decided to decorate it as a 
hillbilly car and show it at fairs and parades. 

(con nued on next page) 
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The décor was added piece-
by-piece over me, and Bob 
s ll adds things from me to 

me.  Items include various 
signs and sayings, bumper 
s ckers, antlers, kitchen 
utensils and dishes, corn 
husks, brooms, flags, 
scooter, bicycle, and even a 
mail box so he can receive 
his mail on the road (not 
quite sure how that works 
with the Post Office). 

Bob’s agent s ll takes 
bookings for his appearances, 
and his contact informa on 
can be found on the internet.  
He’s reported to have 
appeared in at least 38 states 
and Canada, although Arizona 
most likely isn’t on the list. 

Hillbilly Bob 
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Prohibi on began with a U.S. Senate resolu on 
in August 1917 and was ra fied by the 
minimum of 36 states by January 1919, 
qualifying it as the 18th Amendment.   A total of 
45 states had ra fied it by the following month, 
and Congress passed the enabling legisla on 
(known as the Volstead Act) in October 1919.  
The 18th Amendment subsequently became 
effec ve on January 17, 1920.  Interes ngly, 
New Jersey became the 46th (and final) state to 
ra fy it in March 1922, more than two years 
a er it went into effect.  The only two states 
which never ra fied the amendment were 
Connec cut and Rhode Island. 

 
Efforts to repeal the amendment 
began in the 1920’s with the rise of 
illegal importa on, transporta on 
and underground sales of alcohol 
(bootlegging), and the subsequent 
street violence by gangsters 
protec ng their criminal empires 
(mostly from each other).  Another 
consequence of those ac vi es 
was the widespread corrup on of 
poli cians and law enforcement 
officials, who o en got a cut of the 
profits to look the other way.  
Chicago was par cularly renowned 
in this regard. 
 

A er the Great Depression began in late 1929, public sen ment against 
Prohibi on grew rapidly, with many seeing the 18th Amendment as a contributor 
to unemployment and a limiter of government revenue (due to the number of 
jobs and tax revenues which had been associated with the previously legal sales 
of alcohol).  A growing number of people started calling for the repeal of the 18th 
Amendment, along with the elec on of FDR in 1932, as part of a “return to 
prosperity”. 

Prohibition in the Model A Era 

(con nued on next page) 



6 

  

 

This was the me of the Model A 
era, when signs, placards and license 
plate a achments of all sizes and 
colors could be seen on the cars of 
the day.  Some simply said “Repeal 
18th Amendment”, while others 
added “for prosperity”.  Some urged 
voters to repeal the amendment to 

“Help the President with Law Enforcement”.   
Some of the original signs can s ll be found 
online for sale today, although they can be 
expensive because not many are available.  
More easily found (or custom ordered) and 
less expensive are modern reproduc ons, 
which s ll look good on Model A’s today. 
 

In February 1933, Congress adopted a 
resolu on proposing the 21st Amendment 
to the Cons tu on, which would repeal both 
the 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act.  

In December 1933, Utah became 
the 36th state to ra fy the 21st 
Amendment, achieving the 
necessary majority for repeal with 
immediate effect.  Prohibi on was 
finally over a er nearly 14 years. 

Prohibition in the Model A Era 
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Due to the current pandemic and associated social distancing, our 
club outings and monthly general meetings have been temporarily 
suspended. 
 
We will resume our usual club activities as soon as the public 
health situation permits.  Meanwhile, our monthly newsletter (the 
one you’re reading now) will continue as usual with Model A 
articles, news and items of general interest to Model A club 
members. 
 
Club announcements will appear in the newsletter and be sent out 
via email to all club members who have provided their email 
address.  If you’re not already receiving club announcements from 
Ray Feierstein via email and want to be included, please email Ray 
at sanrays@msn.com and ask to be added to the list. 

Events Calendar 

Once again, we were saddened to learn of the passing of yet 
another one of our members, Jane Uhle, on April 16 at age 85.  
Jane and her husband Ron were long- me club members and 
were responsible for arranging our annual White Elephant 
Auc on and Sale every February for many years.  Sadly, Ron 
passed away barely 18 months ago, just a few months a er 
their 62nd wedding anniversary. 
 

Jane was born in St. Louis, Missouri on May 23, 1934.  She graduated from 
Monmouth College in 1956, where she was a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma 
and met Ron.  Jane earned a bachelor's degree in elementary educa on.  She used 
her degree to teach first grade and preschool, as well as becoming a homemaker.  
A er living in seven different states, Ron and Jane finally moved to Tucson in 
1994. 
 
A memorial service will be held at a later date at Trinity Presbyterian Church,     
400 E. University Blvd. in Tucson.  Memorial contribu ons may be made to Trinity 
Presbyterian Church.  
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Here are some common slang terms from the Model A Era.  See if you can match 
them up with their meanings.  Note: More than one term in column 1 can match 
the same meaning in column 2.  Answers on next page. 

Slang from the Model A Era 

 Terms Meanings 
1. Cinder Dick 
2. Buzzer 
3. Bracelets 
4. Can Opener 
5. Chicago Overcoat 
6. Cash 
7. Cheaters 
8. Chicago Typewriter 
9. City Juice 
10. Cement Mixer 
11. Flat Tire 
12. Fire Ex nguisher 
13. Flivver 
14. Giggle Juice 
15. Gumshoe 
16. Gobblepipe 
17. Hooch 
18. Heater 
19. Honey Cooler 
20. Ice 
21. Jake 
22. Lemon Squeezer 
23. Mouthpiece 
24. Sawbuck 
25. Scratch 
26. Shamus 
27. Struggle Buggy 
28. Sourdough 
29. Put or Tighten the Screws 
30. Whisper Sister 
31. Trip for Biscuits 

A. $10 Bill 
B. Eyeglasses 
C. Saxophone 
D. Small Handgun 
E. Good or Fine 
F. Bad Dancer 
G. Coffin 
H. Counterfeit Money 
I. Police Badge 
J. Model T or Model A 
K. Back Seat of a Car 
L. Tommy Gun 
M. Railroad Detec ve 
N. Lawyer 
O. Illegal Liquor 
P. A Kiss 
Q. Safecracker of Cheap Safes 
R. Handcuffs 
S. A Task That Yields No Results 
T. Alcohol 
U. A Dull or Boring Date 
V. Water 
W. Detec ve (Public or Private) 
X. Chaperone 
Y. Diamonds 
Z. Money 
AA. Private Detec ve 
BB. Gun 
CC. Apply Pressure to Someone 
DD. Female Proprietor of a 

Speakeasy 



9 

  

Five States Abolished Speed Limits in 1929  
 

(from The Evening News, San Jose, California, Wednesday, August 27, 1930) 
 
Maximum speed limits were abolished in five states in 1929, while 12 stated 
raised the limit, with the objec ve of speeding up traffic, according to reports 
received by the California State Automobile Associa on.  Kansas, Tennessee, 
Vermont and Wisconsin prescribe a speed that is “reasonable and proper”.  In 
effect, this means that speed is not to be considered prima facie evidence of 
reckless driving, and such cases will be considered on their merits. 
 
With improved highways and added safety quali es in motor cars, the 
tendency throughout the country has been to speed up traffic, and each year 
finds the legislature of various states fostering proposals to abolish maximum 
speed laws. 
 
SPEED LIMITS INCREASED 

 
States which increased their speed limits by ac on of the legislature during 
1929 are: California, from 25 miles per hour to 40; Delaware, from 30 to 35; 
Illinois, from 35 to 45; Minnesota, from 35 to 45; Nebraska, from 35 to 45; 
Nevada, from 45 to 50; New Mexico, from 35 to 45; Ohio, from 35 to 45; 
Pennsylvania, from 35 to 40; South Dakota, from 25 to 40; Texas, from 35 to 
45, and Virginia, from 35 to 45. 
 
A total of 11 states do not prescribe maximum speed laws.  These are: 
Connec cut, Florida, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Montana, Tennessee, 
Vermont, Wisconsin and Wyoming. 
 
The limits in other states range from 20 miles an hour in Massachuse s to 50 
miles per hour in Nevada, with the majority of states placing the limit at 
between 35 and 45 miles an hour. 

Answers to Slang Quiz on Page 8 

1. M 
2. I 
3. R 
4. Q 
5. G 
6. P 

7. B 
8. L 
9. V 
10. F 
11. U 
12. X 

13. J 
14. T 
15. W 
16. C 
17. O 
18. BB 

19. P 
20. Y 
21. E 
22. D 
23. N 
24. A 

25. Z 
26. AA 
27. K 
28. H 
29. CC 
30. DD 

31. S 
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   NEXT MEETING: 
 

To be scheduled as soon 
as public health conditions 
permit.  See page 7 for 
more information. 

May  4  – Scott Parsons 
May  6  – Frank Pyrdeck 
May  6  – Nancy Allen 
May  7  – Christy Strong 
May 10 – Tina Neal 
May 11 – John Greenawalt 
May 14 – Tom Wulff 
May 14 – Melanie Abel 
May 15 – Millie Burgheimer 
May 15 – Johnny Thompson 
May 16 – Mary Lou Young 
May 18 – Richard Held 
May 26 – Kathleen Magill 
May 26 – Tom Brixey 
May 27 – Kelly Findysz 
May 30 – Christina Reding 
May 31 – Dennis Cling 
May 31 – Ron Sotardi 

Happy Anniversary 
 May  1  – Jim & Rita Boaz 

May 10 – Johnny & Gay Thompson 
May 17 – Bill & Clanie Ellis 
May 19 – Don & Dorothy Nelson 
May 19 – Garrett & Amy Roberts 
May 21 – Paul & Lee Harper 
May 22 – Don & Teta Vagasky 
May 25 – John & Regina Lundberg 
May 28 – Rick & Brandy McLain 
May 28 – Don & Diane Johnson 
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Mafca News 

May/June Restorer Magazine — The May/June issue of The 
Restorer magazine was sent to the post office on April 30.  We received 
word from our printer saying the post office was running a li le slow 
during the corona slow down and there may be a li le delay.  The 
magazine is in the mail and should arrive soon. 
 

2020 Na onal Awards Banquet — The MAFCA Board of 
Directors this has decided to cancel this year’s Na onal Awards Banquet. 
Installa on of officers will be held in MAFCA’s La Habra, CA office 
instead.  The reasons for this ac on include the unknowns surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, risks of air travel, and the health of our 
members.  The Cowtown A’s in Fort Worth have agreed to host the 
event in 2021.  By then we all hope this world-wide medical tragedy will 
be in our rear-view mirror. 
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 Authentic Model A Colors in a Spray Can 
 

Submitted by: William “Bill” Brum, Raynham, Massachusetts 
 
Achieving an authentic look is important to many of us who 
choose to restore our car back to its original condition.  In 
the area of painting, it becomes difficult without the training 
and equipment of a professional.  However, for small items 
such as interior trim and other metal components, spray cans are 
a viable option. 

 
Once you have the paint code in hand (acquired from guidance 
in the MAFCA Paint & Finish Guide and the PPG or DuPont 
customer service group), your local distributor for such popular 
brands can provide the authentic colors in 12 oz. spray cans.  
Color matching can also be achieved by providing a good 
sample (I used the windshield visor) to be analyzed at your 
distributor by hand held color matching equipment. 

 
The spray cans are typically a single component acrylic enamel 
providing ease of application, excellent shine and durability.  
Of course, good paint finish requires proper metal prep 
regardless of the spray equipment utilized. 

 
The spray can shown below contains the popular Copra Drab for 
a 1930 coupe utilized to paint the dash panel depicted. 
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TINY TIPS 
 

SECURING RADIATOR ORNAMENTS 
 
If a quail or other permanent base, flip-top radiator ornament fits loosely or 
is chipped, it may come off too easily.  This procedure will remedy the 
situation and make the ornament solid - removable only with an Allen 
wrench. My quail used to fit so loosely that I removed it whenever I left the 
Ford unattended. Remove the brass lugs on the bottom of your cap.  These 
are usually held on with Allen head screws.   See figure A. 
 
Cut a piece of metal bar with the same width as the removed lugs. The bar 
should be about the same thickness as the lugs. The length of the bar should 
be as long as possible within the diameter of the radiator neck under the 
flange. Test the cut bar for fit. It should have about 3/16" play on the ends. 
Drill and tap the bar to accommodate the Allen head screws.  See Figure B.  
 
Some of the material may have to be removed from the area of the lugs on 
the cap base.  If so, file very carefully and remove only the necessary 
material for the bar to fit snugly. Notch the radiator neck flange with a 
small file (or a broken round file chucked in an electric drill) where the new 
bar will be when the cap is in place.  File and fit until this notch is as deep 
as practical for your cap.  See Figure C. 
 
With the new locking bar loosely attached, put the cap on and tighten the 
Allen head screws.  As the screws are tightened, the bar will be pulled up 
into the notches, holding the base firmly.  The bar does cover part of the 
radiator opening, but it doesn't keep you from checking the coolant level 
nor does it interfere with the overflow tube. 
 
Submitted by Ron Harper, Corvallis, Oregon 
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Mike & Ann Liebert 

Chuck & Lynn Thim 

Scott & Cathy Parsons 

Elizabeth McCoy 

Jim Click Ford Shorty & Isabel Allison 

Thank You to Our 2020 Club Sponsors 
 

 

Model T’s and Model A’s 

Tucson’s Most Reliable & Complete Independent Repair Facility. 
Nissan, Honda & Toyota Mechanics. 

Andy Neal Jr. 
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